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WAR BCNDS ARE NOT RATIONER - YET, ARE YOU SURE YOU HAVE ENOUGH?
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The tesk of leﬂdership is not to put grectness into huwmenity,
but to ellicit it, for the greetness is clreedy there.
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Three yeers cgo tedsy your ship wes pleced in commission
'by the mutterings of e few words. The ceremony wasn't very eleb-
orete but was carried on in the seme Wevel frshion &8s one for
8 cruiser., - The Captein then took commeand end the wstches were
posted. This wos new to practicelly &1l ebozrd, being e green
crew mostly but in the threets of ell wes @ soell lump es they
watched the commission pennant being hoisted smertly up in her
place, for a cerenony llke thet mekes you feel proud you cre
o part of 1t. H#veryone felt then thet they would see to 1t thet
she wonld live up to her enpectetions for they would moke her
idve up Lo them,

S0 the new life cof the slip pegan, &11 hends were neking
it & point to know Ler better, Low she would cct, how she would
do under the reny conditions she would encounter. DMuch time
was spent 1ln treining cof the crew to occcustoil snd cequeint then
with everything thet wes to meke the ship's operutionel
funetions successiul,

In order thet you mey be eble to seve these cs souvenirs
ond send then home, it is necessary thet nuch dete concerning
the ship tiwt wuuid acke this econfidenticl, be oniltted, It is
felt thet you vould rether heve it this way, so vou wey Keep it

The ship now les spent three glorious ywers of her life--
veurs thet wore spent in e feshion she is prowd of. You hove
served her well wnd she in return hoas scrved you well for it is
you thet trensfers her from e hulk of iron into & ship with life,
You sre her 1life so always keop her on her wey cnd shetll be
with you. :

She hes trevoled over nueh weter cné teoken her pert in
cperstions. Anong the initicl lnvesions she hes mede rre
included the invesicn of North Afrlca, thc invesion of Eniwetok
in the Mershells, the invesion of Seipsn in the Meriencs, the
invesion of-Anguer in the Tclou Islends, the invesions of Leyte
and luzon in the T hilippines, the invegion of Xwe jeleln Atoll
plus two reinforcenent iiissicns, one to Leyte cnd one to kindorp
in the Thilippines. In ell of these she hes done her pert end
lived through thon to give the Jeps enother Leedsche,

Besides visiting the cbove for business recsons, she hes
also wisituvd the following bits of new lend; Tcnene, Heweliin
Islunds, MNouw Guinos, Kwejelein atoll, Bitk, lew Zuelénd, iilndoro,
Tlithl Atoll, Guam, Tulegi, Guadoleecnel end the ndnirslty Isle nds.
Of these opuretions ond new places visited, we £re left to dwell
1n our own individusl nemories for if ell the stories were told,
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To us thet's been cbocrd cwhile

She's afrfcetionately known &s the "Big EY.
She is no big nome ship to ncke the news
But to us--she's the Queen of the Sce,

We like her o lot end think
There's surely none like her enywhere.
She's & ship 11 over, inside cnd out
With trin ¢nd lines so foir.

She hes becn our Mother for quite ¢ while
And bwen good rnd kind to us every dey.

Cur preyer for her will elweys b

Thet she clweys continue scfely on her waey.

Vetve given her life end spirit

ind she's given us shelter end ¢ hone,
We'll zlweys stick by you, Deer Ledy,
o uetier where you mey rocm.

Fond neunorics of you will clweys linger
snd be deuply cubedded in cur heirts,

It will be tlet we wish you continucd luck
WVhen it cones tine for us to port.

Rithons

EFrom the letuwst dete sveileble which is £8 of Februcry 1,
you who were ebei.rd this ship for the invesion cof Lniwctok tnd
the inveslon of Scipen ¢re enbitlcd to werr twe (2) bronze
sters on your Asiitic Feacific Arce ribben. Undoubtedly ¢t o
loter dote & ster wich will be cuthorized. for the felra end
Philippine cvpercticns. But ¢s yot they (roe nct out.

We rocd in the sogfzine ¥ViWK the t Irosident Osnens hes
issued ¢ ribbon for the libuorction of the 3 hilippinses, thirty
(30) deys opereting in tliese weters end fron those ports will
quelify you. This will hove to be epproved by the Nevy
Deportnent who will in duc tine notify us. Ve heve flgured
the dnys cond ecre gled to tell you the Big "EY quelifies.
Whereapon when we roceive ofticicl notificcticn from the Burscu,
we will reley thit informv.tion to you.

Also only if you were con Yeke Islend when 1t wes ctticked
ere you cllowed to weor the bxpeditiomery itlbbon. I'm curtein
there is no one cbowrd in thit stitug, snotixr ribbon given
quite ¢ fouw of you sorne discussion is the Iuvel Rescrve ribbon.
You st hove ten (10) yerrs in the Hovel Heserve to rete it.
If you werc cight (8) yerrs in the veguloer Novy wnd two (2) in
the Roserve, you still would not rete it. So lot®s koep the
ribbons on ¢ high stendird end werr juost whet wo rete.  The only
one you teturlly fcol by weering others is yourself. Prior to
entry into cny port, ¢ noticc will be pleced outside the ship's
office 1isting tiw ribbons you erv entitled to woir.
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Fer better is it to Leve & stout Lesrt glweys end suffer
oneg's slhore of evils, than to be over feoring whet
nay hennen,
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